The press notices of the Conference were exceptionally good, sixteen important daily and weekly papers giving full accounts in their columns, while between twenty and thirty others reported it more briefly.
A complete official Report of the whole proceedings is now in course of preparation and will be on sale shortly at the price of 3s. a copy. The Report will contain all the papers presented to the Conference, viz.:?"Mental (Scotland) Act, 1913, with They state that its solution would seem to be along two lines, (1) provision for those blind defectives who are "educable" and (2) provision for those who are "untrainable," but they are not prepared to make any specific recommendations until they have obtained more detailed particulars as to the number of persons coming under each of these categories.
Defectives as "Guides" and "Scouts."
The possibility of initiating defectives into the joys of "Scouting" and "Guiding" has been referred to in a former issue of this journal in which we printed a report of the work being done in connection with the Special Class at Cambridge.
We The Association has collected and has scheduled information in regard to the salaries and conditions of workers in mental deficiency. The statement has already been forwarded to the Board of Control and to the C .A .M .W. and it was decided at the meeting that copies should now be sent to all members of the Secretaries ' Association.
Discussion took place on the proper procedure to be followed by Secretaries of Voluntary Associations in regard to defectives requiring institution care who enter a workhouse in a district other than their own settlement. In such circumstances it is found that the Guardians of that workhouse are not prepared to take steps under Section 30 (ii) of the Mental Deficiency Act on the ground that the defective is not chargeable to them. In the meantime and while an order of removal is being obtained the defective may discharge herself (no power of detention being obtainable) and get into trouble. A letter has now been received from the Board of Control from which it is clear that it is the Union to which the defective is chargeable who should refer the case under the Provisional Regulations. Thus presumably Secretaries interested in a particular case will approach the Guardians of the defectives' settlement with duplicate reports.
The members considered the need of an intelligence bureau in order that they may be kept continuously informed of legislative and other developments connected with the work. On being approached Miss Fox has been good enough to establish the necessary machinery at the offices of the C.A.M.W. and has undertaken to circularise members of the Association. She asks that workers cooperate by letting her know of local items of information which will be of interest to secretaries.
Miss Vickers, Secretary of the Mental After Care Association gave the meeting an address on the scope and nature of her work, which was listened to with great interest and appreciation.
